DISEASES OF THE NERVOUS SYSTEM by unknown
described by von Recklinghousen in 1891 were not examples of osteitis fibrosa generalisata and
hence of hyperaparathyroidism, but were suffering from "polyostotic fibrous dysplasia." The
book concludes with an account of Paget's disease, vith an ingenious, if not very satisfactory,
attempt to explain its pathological physiology. It, however, has some useful points in treatment,
one or two glasses of milk daily and large doses of calciferol, but in cases of Paget's disease who
aire immobilized with fractures or confined to bed, should have a low calcium phosphrous and
vitamin D intake and a high water intake.
The book is well produced, with many useful diagrams, X-rays, and histological photographs,
though a few are not clearly reproduced. Enough has been written to show that the book is a
happy union of biochemistry and clinical medicine brought about by many years careful thought
and much industry. J. S. L.
DISEASES OF THE NERVOUS SYSTEM. By F. M. R. Walshe, M.D., D.Sc.,
F.R.C.P., F.R.S. Sixth Edition. Edinburgh: E. & S. Livingstone Ltd. 17s. 6d.
WH }lEN I wvas asked to review the sixth edition of lDr. Walshe's "Diseases of the Nervous
System" it was of double interest to me-firstly, because I had been largely "brought up" on it,
and secondly, because I had just finished reading Dr. Wartenberg's critical comments (Archives
Neurology and Psychiatry, August, 1949). This latter article is no hasty review, but a careful
study of the book, and, in his criticisms, he is careful to quote references. Not that I would
agree wvith all his comments, when one remembers that D)r. Walshe has written his book for
practitioners and students; but perhaps Dr. Walshe, in his future editions, will note Dr.
Wartenberg's criticisms and will improve his text-book. Dr. Wartenberg is an authority on
reflexes, but some of his suggestions might make the text more difficult. The book is growing
bigger, whiclh is always to my mind and also to that of a lot of medical students, a retrograde
step. It is difficult to see where it could be shor-tened, but perhaps parts of the section on neuroses
could well be sacrificed in a book wvhich is written by a neurologist, as most students have a
course of lectures and other books to read on this subject. Perhaps it is a pity that Dr. Walshe
has omitted, under brachial neuralgia, a note on cervical disc lesions and their management.
rhis is niow a generally recognized condition, as is also the paralytic brachial neuritis.
However, the book remains concise and as fine a word picture projection of the bedside as
will be found in any text-book. The chapters on syphilis of the nervous system, disseminated
sclerosis, paralysis agitans, and the muscular atrophies are exceptionally clear. J. H. D. M.
AIDS TO FORENSIC MEDICINE AND TOXICOLOGY. By W. G. Aitchison
Robertson, M.D., D.Sc., F.R.C.P.E. Edited by J. H. Ryffel, B.Ch., B.Sc.,
F.R.I.C. Twelfth Edition. Pp. 170. London: Bailli6re, Tindall & Cox. 1949.
'I'IIE standard of the "Aids" series has been well maintained in the present volume. There is a
tendency in many of the modern text-books on forensic medicine to include much information
of a highly technical type, which, whilst of value to the forensic expert, can be of little advantage
to the student or the general practitioner. The condensation of the subject matter in the present
volume has prevented this, so that the student can obtain a broad, though superficial, knowledge
of this branch of medicine. In the reviewer's opinion this is what the student needs. Nothing
can be more dangerous than the general practitioner who is tempted to behave as a forensic
expert. What is required is a knowledge of what expert help is available, and the type of problem
for which such help is needed.
Traditional lines are followed, but we should have liked rather more information on the
dangers of poisoning in modern industry. "Acute nephritis" is not the usual histological finding
in death from burns, and modern pathological opinion is not in favour of the acceptance of
"status lymphaticus" as a cause of death. Room could be found with advantage for more
detailed reference to the various Acts which govern the subjects set forth in this volume.
Many students will continue to find in this a useful summary of the subject. J. H. B.
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